Our Case Number: ABP-316272-23

Nigel Clerkin

168 Rathgar Road
Dublin 6

D06 RwW72

Date: 24 April 2024
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Re: Bus Connects Templeogue/Rathfarnham to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme

Templeogue/Rathfarnham to City Centre

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in retation to the above-mentioned proposed
road development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

Please note that the proposed road development shall not be carried out unless the Board has

approved it or approved it with modifications.

If you have any queries in the mean time, please contact the undersigned officer of the Board at

laps@pleanaia.ie

Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or

telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,
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Eimear Reilly
Executive Officer

Direct Line: 01-8737184

HAQ2
Teil Tel (01) 858 8100
Glao Altiail LoCall 1800 275 175
Facs Fax (G1) 872 2684
Laithrean Gréasain Website www pleanala.ie

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala.ie

64 Sraid Maoilbhride
Baile Atha Cliath
D01 V502

84 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
DO1 V902



Kevin McGettigan

From: Eimear Reilly

Sent: Friday 5 April 2024 13:11

To: Kevin McGettigan

Subject: FW: Case ABP-316272-23 (Busconnects Templeogue/Rathfarnham)
Attachments: BusConnects Mar2024.docx; BusConnects Mar2024.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie>

Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 12:54 PM

To: Eimear Reilly <e.reilly@pleanala.ie>

Subject: FW: Case ABP-316272-23 (Busconnects Templeogue/Rathfarnham)

From: Nigel CIerkin—
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 12:06 PM

To: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie>
Subject: Case ABP-316272-23 (Busconnects Templeogue/Rathfarnham)

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when clicking links
or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Case Number: ABP-316272-23
Bus Connects Templeogue/Rathfarnham to City Centre

i continue to object to this application and have the following additional observations in response to the NTA’s
response to submissions document dated 20 December 2023:

e Excessive approach: the NTA’s response merely confirms the reality of my objection, and indeed
further highlights the disproportionate nature of the proposal, with existing urban villages along the
route treated as inconvenient obstacles to through-traffic rather than living, breathing communities in
their own right. As just one example, the destruction of so many beautiful mature trees on Terenure
Road East is a travesty. The impact on Rathgar Road is enormous, involving a huge imposition in
terms of significantly decreased access to our homes. What do the residents of Rathgar Road get in
return? Less bus stops, narrower cycle lanes and a vague commitment to potentially explore
contactless payment (when other major cities internationally introduced this many years ago). This is
just not good enough to justify the scale of disruption proposed.
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e Excessive restrictions to local access on Rathgar Road: the NTA’s response to my objection on
this point is misleading. In Figure 2.4.32 (page 188), it illustrates access from our house heading south
by travelling along Rathmines Road Upper. This is factually incorrect, as there is an existing (and
proposed retained) ban on right turns onto Rathmines Road Upper during peak hours. Additionally, in
the final submission to an Bord Pleanala, the NTA introduced a proposal to ban right-turns on all
approach roads into Ranelagh from Rathmines. This new element was never subject to any public
consultation process, and in fact | only became aware of it when | read the NTA's 20 December 2023
submission. In combination with the existing no right turn ban to Rathmines Road Upper, this imposes
an enormous restriction on our existing ability to travel southwards from our home during morning or
evening peak hours. To pick just two examples, | would ask the NTA to illustrate how to drive from our
home to (a) M50/Tallaght or (b) Muckross Park College during morning rush hour. Consequently, |
continue to request that local access be permitted for residents of Rathar Road to use the outbound
bus lane on this street at all times.

o Removal of on-street parking: the NTA’s response did not address my objection to the removal of
existing off-peak evening and weekend parking on Rathgar Road, but rather cross-referenced an
unrelated response, presumably in error. However, elsewhere in their submission it is stated that the
intent is for these bus lanes to operate 24 hours, 7 days per week, thus clearly removing existing off-
peak evening and weekend parking along the street. This is a significant and unnecessary loss of
amenity for local residents and their visitors. Accordingly, | continue to request that the existing right to
on-street parking in the evenings and at weekends be retained.

e Removal of bus stops: the distance between the first two proposed outbound bus stops on
Rathgar Road is 500 metres which is significantly in excess of the distances referenced in the NTA
response to my submission ie “it is proposed that bus stops should be preferably spaced approximately
400m apart on typical suburban sections of route, dropping to approximately 250m in urban centres’.
The distance between the two final inbound stops on Rathgar Road is 450 metres, again in excess of
their own guidelines. Accordingly, | continue to object to the proposed reduction of bus stops from four
to two on the northern section of Rathgar Road.

e Excessive restrictions on Rathmines through traffic: The NTA's response merely confirms the
fact of their proposal ie it is proposed to prohibit all general traffic through Rathmines to the city centre,
both inbound and outbound, at all times. This is excessive, and a significant reduction in amenity for
local residents. | continue to request that the proposed bus gate in Rathmines village only apply during
weekday rush hours, with general traffic permitted outside these times.

Nigel Clerkin
168 Rathgar Road
Dublin D06 RW72

Submission also attached in both Word and PDF.
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Case Number: 316272-23
Bus Connects Templeogue/Rathfarnham to City Centre

| continue fo object to this application and have the following additional observations in
response to the NTA’s response to submissions document dated 20 December 2023:

» Excessive approach: the NTA’s response merely confirms the reality of my objection,
and indeed further highlights the disproportionate nature of the proposal, with existing
urban villages along the route treated as inconvenient obstacles to through-traffic rather
than living, breathing communities in their own right. As just one example, the
destruction of so many beautiful mature trees on Terenure Road East is a travesty. The
impact on Rathgar Road is enormous, involving a huge imposition in terms of
significantly decreased access to our homes. What do the residents of Rathgar Road get
in return? Less bus stops, narrower cycle lanes and a vague commitment to potentially
explore contactless payment (when other major cities internationally introduced this
many years ago). This is just not good enough to justify the scale of disruption proposed.

¢ Excessive restrictions to local access on Rathgar Road: the NTA’s response to my
objection on this point is misleading. In Figure 2.4.32 (page 188), it illustrates access
from our house heading south by travelling along Rathmines Road Upper. This is
factually incorect, as there is an existing (and proposed retained) ban on right turns onto
Rathmines Road Upper during peak hours. Additionally, in the final submission to an
Bord Pleanala, the NTA introduced a proposal to ban right-turns on all approach roads
into Ranelagh from Rathmines. This new element was never subject to any public
consultation process, and in fact | only became aware of it when | read the NTA’s 20
December 2023 submission. In combination with the existing no right turn ban to
Rathmines Road Upper, this imposes an enormous restriction on our existing ability to
travel southwards from our home during morning or evening peak hours. To pick just two
examples, | would ask the NTA to illustrate how to drive from our home to (a)
M30/Tallaght or (b) Muckross Park College during morning rush hour. Consequently, |
continue to request that local access be permitted for residents of Rathar Road to use
the outbound bus lane on this street at all times.

¢ Removal of on-street parking: the NTA’s response did not address my cbjection to the
removal of existing off-peak evening and weekend parking on Rathgar Road, but rather
cross-referenced an unrelated response, presumably in error. However, elsewhere in
their submission it is stated that the intent is for these bus lanes to operate 24 hours, 7
days per week, thus clearly removing existing off-peak evening and weekend parking
along the street. This is a significant and unnecessary loss of amenity for local residents
and their visitors. Accordingly, | continue to request that the existing right to on-street
parking in the evenings and at weekends be retained.



e Removal of bus stops: the distance between the first two proposed outbound bus
stops on Rathgar Road is 500 metres which is significantly in excess of the distances
referenced in the NTA response to my submission ie “it is proposed that bus stops
should be preferably spaced approximately 400m apart on typical suburban sections of
route, dropping to approximately 250m in urban centres’. The distance between the two
final inbound stops on Rathgar Road is 450 metres, again in excess of their own
guidelines. Accordingly, | continue to object to the proposed reduction of bus stops from
four to two on the northern section of Rathgar Road.

¢ Excessive restrictions on Rathmines through traffic: The NTA’s response merely
confirms the fact of their proposal ie it is proposed to prohibit all general traffic through
Rathmines to the city centre, both inbound and outbound, at all times. This is excessive,
and a significant reduction in amenity for local residents. | continue to request that the
proposed bus gate in Rathmines village only apply during weekday rush hours, with
general traffic permitted outside these times.

Nigel Clerkin
168 Rathgar Road
Dublin D068 RW72
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